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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Camborne  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen. 

Herewith  I beg  to  present  you  with  my 
Annual  report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  con- 
dition of  your  District  for  the  year  1914. 

Situation. 

The  Urban  District  of  Camborne  is  chiefly 
situated  on  the  side  of  a hill,  and  varies  in  elevation 
from  about  50  to  600  feet  above  sea  level,  the  fall 
generally  being  from  south-east  to  north-west,  in 
which  latter  direction  your  district  extends  to  the 
sea  coast  at  the  North  Cliffs. 

The  town  itself  is  chiefly  built  on  a plateau, 
about  400  feet  above  sea  level.  The  soil  is  loam, 
and  the  sub-soil  is  clay.  The  prevailing  winds  are 
chiefly  from  the  West  and  South-West. 

The  temperature  is  fairly  equable  ; the 
atmosphere  is  humid. 


Population. 

The  population  of  your  district  at  the  census 
in  1911  was  as  follows  : — 


stical  District. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Camborne 

3,517 

4,631 

8,148 

Tuckingmill 

L,582 

1,952 

3,534 

Ti*eslothan 

1,100 

1,409 

2,509 

Pen ponds 

736 

902 

1,638 

6,935 

8,894 

15,829 

4 


The  population  at  tlie  census  in  1901  was 
14,726  ; the  average  population  of  your  district 
for  the  previous  fifty  years  being-  14,153. 

Tlie  estimated  population  for  the  year  1914 
calculated  on  the  rate  of  increase  between  the  census  ^ 

in  1901  and  that  of  1911  would  be  16,159;  but  with  a 
varying  [)opulation  such  as  yours,  owing  to  constant 
immigration  and  emigration,  this  estimate  is  by  no 
means  a reliable  one,  and  I have  therefore  taken 
the  population  of  1911,  in  compiling  the  various 
statistics  in  this  report,  as  being  more  nearly 
correct. 

Industries. 

Your  district  contains  in  the  main  a working 
class  ])opulation,  the  chief  industries  being  tin- 
mining, tin-streaming,  rock-drill  manufacturing,  ii*on 
engitieering  works  and  safet3^-fuse  factories,  female 
labour  being  mostly  employed  in  the  last  named. 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  poor-  ^ 

law  relief  in  your  district  in  1914  was  566,  and  the 
ainount  paid  in  such  relief  was  £2,341  11s.  Od., 
equal  to  a sum  of  £4  2s.  9d.  })er  head.  ^ 

Area  and  Density  of  Population.  ^ 

Your  district  has  an  area  of  6,744  acres,  and 
an  aveaage  deiisit^’^  of  j)opulation  of  2 T9  persons 
per  acie.  A very  large  proportion  of  this  area  is 
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rural  in  character,  so  that  the  density  of  population 
would  show  a consideaable  variation  in  the  different 
localities. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  cen- 
sus of  1911  was  4,032,  and  at  the  end  of  1914  it 
was  4. 137,  giving  an  average  of  3‘58  persons  per 
inhabited  house. 

Births. 

The  births  of  190  males  and  174  females 
were  registered  for  your  district  during  the  year  ; 
ot  these,  there  were  eight  males  and  four  females 
i)orn  in  the  Workhouse.  These  give  a total  of  364 
births,  and  a birth  rate  of  23*00  per  thousand  as 
compared  with  one  of  23*24  per  thousand  for  1913 
and  one  of  21*35  for  1912.  The  average  for  the 
preceding  ten  years  is  one  of  24*30  per  thousand  as 
shown  in  the  followino-  table  : — 
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Date. 

Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000. 

1904 

379 

25*7  5 

1 905 

341 

23*15 

1906 

336 

22-81 

1907 

362 

24*58 

1908 

351 

23  83 

1909 

382 

25*94 

1910 

384 

26*07 

1911 

400 

25*33 

1912 

338 

21.35 

1913 

368 

24.22 
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Illegitimate  Births. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births 
registered  during  the  year  was  21,  being  13  males 
and  eight  females,  and  ten  of  these  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse.  These  figures  give  an  illegitimate 
birth  rate  of  1.33  per  thousand  and  a proportion  of 

23  per  thousand  births  as  compared  with  a rate  of 
1*20  per  thousand  and  a proportion  of  51  per 
thousand  births  for  1913. 

Deaths. 

During  the  year,  the  deaths  of  123  males 
and  127  females  have  been  registered  in  your  dis- 
trict, making  a total  of  250.  This  gives  a death 
rate  of  15*79  ])er  thousand.  In  addition  to  this, 

24  deaths  of  residents  of  your  district  occurred  out- 
side your  district,  23  of  them  in  public  institutions. 
One  death  registered  in  your  district  was  that  of  a 
resident  of  another  town.  Your  nett  total  of 
deaths  is  therefore  273,  and  your  death  rate  17  25 
compared  witli  a death  rate  of  16  80  for  1913 

The  average  death  rate  for  the  previous  ten 
years  was  15*90  per  thousand  as  shown  in  the 
following  table 


Date. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  i)er  1000. 

1904 

240 

16-29 

1905 

220 

14*93 

1906 

219 

14-87 

1907 

247 

16-77 
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Date. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 

1000. 

1908 

238 

16.16 

1909 

249 

16.90 

1910 

248 

16.84 

1911 

252 

15.92 

1912 

214 

13  51 

1913 

266 

16.80 

The  various  ages  at  death  for  your 

5 fdlows 

distri 

Under 

1 year 

36 

Between  1 and  5 

9 

5 „ 15 

9 

15  „ 25 

10 

25  „ 35 

18 

? • 

35  ,,  45 

22 

n 

45  „ 55 

33 

n 

55  „ 65 

37 

65  „ 75 

57 

75  „ 85 

29 

85  ,,  95 

15 

254 


Natural  Increase. 

41  le  natural  ineriiase  of  population  is  91, 
ecjual  to  n rate  per  thousand  of  0.75  as  compared 
witii  one  of  6.44  for  1913. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  36  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  occurred  during  the  year,  35  being  registered 
in  your  district,  and  one  occurring  in  the  Work- 
house.  Of  these  deaths  one  was  of  an  illegitimate 
child.  The  various  ages  at  death  were  as  follows 


Under  1 day  ...  6 

,,  1 week  ...  3 

1 to  4 weeks  ...  4 

1 to  3 months  ...  7 

3 to  6 months  ...  8 

6 to  12  months  ...  8 
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The  various  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  ; — 


Prematurity  ...  ..  1() 

Gastro-Enteritis  ..  9 

Convulsions  ..  . 4 

Pneumonia  ...  I 

Rachitis  ..  ...  2 

Meningitis  ...  ...  4 

Jaundice  ...  ...  1 

Cono’enital  defecTs  ...  4 


These  returns  give  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  99  per  1,000  births  as  com[)ared  with  one 
of  111  for  1913  and  an  average  of  138  for  the 
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previous  ten  years  as  set  forth  iif  the  following 
table  : — 


Date. 

Rate  per  1000 

1904 

158 

1905 

120 

1900 

136 

1907 

146 

1908 

145 

1909 

117 

1910 

138 

191  1 

175 

1912 

130 

1913 

111 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  this  is  the  low- 
est infantile  mortality  rate  for  your  district  of 
which  I have  any  record. 

The  advice  given  hy  the  Nurses  working  in 
^nnir  district  seems  to  have  resulted  in  a lowering 
of  the  Infantile  Mortality,  though  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement.  The  Notification  of  Births 
Act  has  not  yet  been  adopted  by  your  Council  nor 
are  any  health  visitors  employed  by  you. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Whooping 
Cough,  three  from  .Dijihtheria,  one  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  and'seven  fi-oin  Diarrhoea — a total  of  thirteen  — 
giving  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  0-82  per-  thousand  as 
compared  with  one  of  0*44  for  1913. 
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Inquest  Cases. 

There  were  15  Inquest  cases  during  the  ^^ear 
as  compared  with  14  for  the  previous  }'ear  ; 12  of 
these  were  due  to  natural  causes,  and  three  were 
directly  due  to  accidents,  two  of  which  occurred  at 
Dolcoath  Mine.  The  other  was  due  to  the  accidental 
firing  of  a gun  carried  by  deceased  while  shooting. 

Phthisis. 

During  the  year  there  were  34  death  re- 
gistered in  your  district  from  phthisis,  three  of 
these  being  returned  as  non -tubercular  due  to 
fibroid  phthisis.  There  was  also  one  deatli  from 
the  same  cause  in  the  Workhouse  of  a resident 
belonging  to  your  district.  These  figures  give  a 
phthisis  death-rate  of  2-15  per  thousand,  and  a 
percentage  of  11*72  of  the  total  deaths  as  compared 
with  a rate  of  3 09  and  a percentage  of  18*49  of  the 
total  deaths  for  1913  and  an  average  percentage  of 
the  total  deo^rhs  for  the  previous  ten  ye'crs  of  15  95 


as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Date. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

1904 

43 

2 92 

17*24 

1905 

39 

2*64 

17.70 

1906 

27 

1*83 

12-32 

1907 

39 

2.64 

15*78 

1908 

38 

2*58 

15*96 

1909 

38 

2.58 

15.26 

1910 

45 

3*05 

18*14 

1911 

32 

2*02 

12*69 

1912 

32 

2*21 

16*36 

1913 

49 

3*09 

18*49 
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Notification  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

You  are  probably  aware  that  under  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  Act, 
1912,  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  now  compulsorily 
notified,  and  during  the  year  103  such  cases  of 
tuberculosis  have  been  notified  to  me.  These  are 
classified  as  follows  : — 


Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs 

77 

of  the  joints  and  bones 

5 

of  the  cervical  glands 

13 

of  the  abdomen 

2 

’ j 

of  the  skin 

1 

7? 

of  the  meninges 

4 

In  addition  one  case  of  tubercular  meningfitis 
was  discovered  at  a P.M.  on  an  inquest  case. 
Three  of  the  cases,  one  pulmonary,  one  peritoneal 
and  one  meningeal,  were  in  visitors  to  the  town. 

You  possess  no  sanatorium  or  hospital  ac- 
commodation for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis, but  suitable  cases  have  been  sent  to  the 
Sanatorium  at  Did  worthy  (in  Devonshire). 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Tuckingmill. 

Under  the  County  Tuberculosis  Scheme,  a 
Nurse  was  aj)pointed  in  March  to  visit  and  advise 
patients  in  their  own  homes. 

The  dispensary  was  opened  in  June  and  was 
in  full  working  order  by  August.  Here,  Dr. 
Roper,  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer,  has  seen 


13 


(luring  the  year  79  fresh  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  55 
of  men  insured  and  24  uninsured,  besides  about 
140  old  (tases  To  the  end  of  the  year  372  atten- 
dances were  made  by  the  patients  and  the  Nurse 
paid  582  visits  to  patients’  homes,  where  she  has 
giv  en  advice  on  the  subject  of  disinfection,  fresh  air 
treatment,  etc.  Of  the  patients  treated,  about  80 
per  cent  are  from  your  district.  Six  patients  from 
your  district  were  sent  to  the  Sanatorium. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

There  were  17  deaths  registered  from  other 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  as  compared  with 
18  for  1913.  Nine  of  these  were  due  to  Bronchitis, 
five  to  Lobar  Pneumonia  and  three  to  Broncho- 
Pneumonia. 

Acute  Polio- Myelitis. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  nor  of  Cerebro- 
S[)inal  Meningitis  were  notified  to  me  during  the 
year,  nor  were  there  any  deaths  registered  from 
these  diseases. 

Other  Diseases. 

There  were  47  deaths  registered  from  Heart 
disease,  21  from  Cancer,  11  from  Nephritis  and 
Bihdit’s  disease,  two  from  Influenza,  five  from 
Diabetes,  and  17  from  Cerebral  Nalniorhage. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

There  were  36G  cases  of  Infectious  diseases 
noiified  to  me  during  the  year  as  compared  with  44 
for'  the  previous  year.  These  give  an  infectious 
disease  rate  of  23T2  per  thousand.  The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  di- 
seases and  the  infectious  disease  rate  in  your  dis- 
trict for  the  previous  ten  years  giving  an  average 
of  5 '59  per  thousand. 


Date. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Rate  per 

1904 

65 

4.47 

1905 

103 

6.99 

1906 

259 

17.50 

1907 

103 

6.99 

1908 

41 

2.78 

1909 

35 

2.37 

1910 

66 

4.48 

1911 

83 

5.24 

1912 

37 

2.33 

1913 

44 

2.77 

Of  the  cases  notified  during  the  year,  327 
were  from  Scarlet  fever,  19  from  Erysipelas,  19 
from  Diphtheria  and  orm  from  Typhoid  fever. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  at 
Barripper  in  November  : it  was  not  fatal. 

This  gives  a disease  rate  of  06  per  1,000. 
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Diphtheria. 

There  were  19  cases  of  Diphtheria,  eiglit 
cases  occurriniif  in  April,  chiefly  at  Tresvvitliian 
Downs,  flve  in  October  at  Crane,  Troon  and  Wesley 
Street,  and  sinole  cases  in  other  months. 

One  case  at  Wesley  Street,  which  proved 
fatal,  had  been  staying  in  Redruth,  where  the 
disease  was  then  epidemic.  Of  the  other  two  fatal 
cases,  one  died  at  Treswithian  Downs  in  April,  and 
the  other  at  Barripper  in  June. 

Scariet  Fever. 

327  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 
during  the  year,  gi\7ing  a disease  rate  of  20*66  per 
thousand  as  compared  with  18  cases  and  a disease 
rate  of  1*33  for  1913. 

The  disease  was  epidemic  in  one  part  or 
another  of  your  district  during  the  whole  year  with 
maximum  incidence  in  March, — 76  cases.  The 
general  tyfie  of  case  was  extremely  mild. 

The  only  fatal  case  occurred  in  November 
at  Menadarva,  giving  a death  rate  of  *06  per  1000. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Whooping  Cough  caused  one  death  in 
March,  in  Trelowarren  Street. 

German  Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  July 
and  November.  There  were  epidemics  of  Mumps 
in  Troon  and  Camborne  in  March  and  July. 
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Influenza. 

Influenza,  chiefly  of  a mild  t;ype,  was  pre- 
valent in  the  Autumn.  Two  deaths  occurred  in 
November  and  December. 

Erysipelas. 

There  were  19  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified 
during  the  ,year,  giving  a disease  rate  of  1.20  per 
thousand  as  compared  with  15  cases  and  a disease 
rate  of  1.01  for  the  previous  year.  One  death  from 
this  disease  occurred  in  Moor  Street.  This  ogives 
a death  rate  of  0 06  per  thousand. 

Ankylostomiasis. 

This  disease  in  a severe  form  is  now  never 
or  rarely  seen,  though  many  of  the  miners  are  still 
infected  in  a mild  degree.  The  Home  Office  Regu- 
lations dealing  with  this  matter  are  beino  enforced 
at  the  mines  in  the  district,  and  by  this  means  it  is 
hoped  that  the  disease  will  eventually  disappear. 

Other  Diseases. 

There  has  been  no  prevalence  of  Rickets, 
Acute  Rheumatism,  Diarrhoea,  Enteritis  or 
Pneumonia  during  the  year,  nor  have  there  been 
any  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

Puerperai  Fever. 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  nor  was  any  death  registered 
therefrom. 
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Midwives  Act. 

There  are  five  registered  mid  wives  in  your 
district,  three  in  the  town,  and  two  at  Troon,  and 
four  of  these  hold  certificates  granted  by  the  Centi’al 
Mid  wives  Board. 

Vaccination. 

During  the  year  1913,  the  latest  period  for 
which  1 could  obtain  complete  I’eturns,  of  360 
children  born  in  your  district,  177  wei^e  successfully 
vaccinated,  139  were  exempted,  and  30  died  un- 
vaccinated, and  14  were  either  postponed  or  had  re- 
moved, to  other  districts.  Excluding  those  who 
died  unvaccinated,  and  those  postponed,  these 
figures  give  a percentage  of  56.03  of  successful 
vaccinations  as  compared  with  59.92  for  1912,  one  of 
58.89  for  1911  and  66.15  for  1910,  These  returns 
3^ear  by  year  show  that  there  must  be  a large  num- 
ber of  unvaccinated  children  in  your  district,  and 
this  is  a most  disquieting  feature  to  those  who  be- 
lieve in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  as  an  important 
factor  in  the  maintenance  of  the  general  public 
health. 

Isolat'on  Hospital. 

y .ar  Isolation  Hospital  contains  8 beds  in 
3 wards  in  one  building,  but  only  one  infectious 
disease  can  be  isolated  at  one  time.  It  has  no  per- 
manent nursing  staff*,  but  a caretaker  and  his  wife 
reside  on  the  premises,  and  the  hospital  is  always  in 
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readiness  in  case  of  emergency,  a trained  nurse  being 
obtained  from  the  nursinof  institutions  in  the 
neighbourhood  when  required.  The  hospital  has 
been  used  twice  during  the  year. 

Disinfection. 

The  Disinfector  at  West  Tolgus  which  you 
jointly  possess  with  the  Redruth  Urban  and  Rural 
Sanitary  Authorities  has  been  used  by  you  on  four 
occasions  during  the  year,  and  31  infected  houses 
and  6 schools  have  been  disinfected  with  Formalin 
Gras. 

Elementary  Schools. 

The  public  elementary  schools  in  your  district 
have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  during  the 
year,  and,  on  the  whole,  their  sanitary  condition  has 
been  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  duties  of  the 
medical  inspection  of  children  attending  the  public 
elementary  schools  in  your  district  are  carried  out 
by  a Medical  Officer  appointed  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil, there  being  two  such  inspectors  for  the  County 
of  Cornwall  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

On  account  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Basset  Road 
Girls’  and  Infants’ Departmentsand  Roskear  Infants’ 
Department  were  closed  in  March,  College  Street 
and  Roskear  Schools  in  April  and  Kehelland  School 
in  November.  In  June,  Troon  Infants’  School  was 
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closed  for  Mumps  and  in  July  Troon,  Roskear  and 
Basset  Koad  Schools  for  German  Measles  and 
Mumps. 

Drainage. 

The  drains  of  19  houses  have  been  connected 
with  the  main  sewers  during  the  year  and  the  drains 
of  21  others  have  been  repaired  and  put  in  order, 
and  387  choked  sewers  or  drains  have  been  cleared. 
The  main  drains  have  been  periodically  flushed,  and 
this  is  done  mainly  )>y  means  of  automatic  flushing 
tanks ; they  have  also  been  occasionally  disinfected 
with  Izal.  Unfortunately,  I have  again  to  report 
that  no  further  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
drainage  of  Beacon,  Wheal  Gerry,  Hughville  Street, 
North  Roskear  and  portions  of  Roskear  Row, 
Mount  Pleasant  Road  and  Pengegon.  These 
parts  of  your  district,  as  you  are  aware,  are  in  great 
need  of  efticient  drainage,  and  will,  I trust,  receive 
your  immediate  attention  when  the  Sewage  Dis- 
posal Scheme  is  at  length  proceeded  with. 

Scavenging. 

The  midden  pits  and  ash  pits  in  the  town 
itself,  and  also  at  Tuckingmill,  Pengegon,  Wheal 
Gerry,  Beacon,  Troon,  Stennack,  Knave-go-by  and 
Treswithian  have  been  systematically  cleared  to 
by  your  Authority.  Five  scavenging  carts  are 
permanently  employed,  and  6,121  loads  of  manure 
and  refuse  have  been  removed  during  the  year  from 
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the  vicinity  of  dwellings.  During  the  year  25 
middens  have  been  converted  into  water  closets  and 
21  new  water  closets  have  been  provided  tor  private 
dwellings.  12  middens  and  8 water  closets 
have  been  repaired,  and  27  new  middens  have  been 
provided,  and  these  latter  have  been  sanctioned 
only  in  those  parts  of  your  district  where  there  is  no 
system  of  drainage  or  no  water  available  for  flush- 
ing purposes.  8 middens  and  ash  pits  have 
been  reconstructed  and  covered.  At  present,  and 
until  the  sewage  disposal  scheme  is  carried  out  by 
you,  you  hesitate  to  discharge  more  sewage  into 
the  existing  sewers,  but  when  the  present  con- 
dition of  things  is  remeded,  1 sincerely  trust  you 
will  seriously  consider  some  scheme  for  those  parts 
of  your  district  where  systems  of  drainage  obtain, 
and  water  for  flushing  is  available,  whereby  all  ex_ 
isting  middens  which,  at  their  best,  are  bound  to  be 
insanitary,  can  be  completely  done  away  and  water 
closets  substituted  in  their  stead.  At  present  you 
require  all  new  houses  to  be  provided  with  water 
closets,  and  in  case  of  structural  alterations  to  ex- 
isting houses,  insist  on  middens  being  replaced  by 
water  closets  where  water  and  drainage  for  Hushing 
are  available.  During  the  year  149  notices  for 
abatement  of  nuisances  were  issued,  and  the 
nuisances  complained  of  were  abated. 

Sewage  Outfalls. 

The  fresh  tenders  referred  to  in  my  rejxirt 
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of  last  3’ear  liave  been  obtained,  and  I can  only 
ngain  einpliasize  the  great  importance  of  the  work 
being  cari’ied  oui  at  as  early  a date  as  possible 

New  Buildings. 

During  the  year  certificates  were  granted  for 
the  occu})ation  ot  37  new  dwelling  houses,  and  foi- 
two  other  which  were  re-constructed.  Ot  these, 
21  were  provided  with  water  closets,  and  the  re- 
mainder wdth  middens,  several  of  which,  ho\vever, 
are  only  temporary  and  w^ere  sanctioned  be- 
cause of  the  absence  of  drains  or  Avater  available  for 
flushing  pur[)oses.  The  erection  of  all  new  houses 
is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  your  Surveyor 
w'ho  also  grants  certificates  for  occupation. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910. 

Under  section  17  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  the  following  wmrk  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year  : — 

No.  of  dw^elling  houses  inspected  550 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which,  on 
inspection,  were  considered  un- 
fit for  human  habitation  ...  nil 

No.  of  representations  made  to  the 
J.(()cal  Authoritv  with  a view^  to 
the  making  of  Closing  Orders 
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No.  of  dwell  in  or  houses  defects  of 

O 

which  wei’e  remedied  without 
makino-  closino-  orders  ...  19 

O O 

These  houses  inspected  were  all  in  the  town 
itself,  and  none  of  the  houses  in  the  rural  parts  of 
your  district  have  as  3^et  been  inspected  under  this 
section. 

The  550  houses  inspected  were  occupied  by 
1,581  adults,  and  482  children,  giving  an  average  of 
3.75  per  inhabited  house.  197  of  these  houses  have 
middens  with  fixed  receptacles,  29  middens 
with  movable  receptacles,  and  321  have  water 
closets.  Two  houses  were  foundto  be  over-crowded. 
Six  were  without  through  ventilation  ; five  middens 
and  eight  water  closets  needed  repairs  ; two  houses 
were  very  damp  and  the  roofs  of  three  leaking. 
Eight  yard  traps  werefound  to  be  defective,  and 
seven  were  without  gratings.  Seven  middens  or 
ash-pits  were  uncovered.  There  are  no  under- 
ground sleeping  rooms  in  your  district. 

House  Accommodation. 

This  has  improved  during  the  }^ear  ; but 
there  is  still  a shortage  of  small  houses. 

The  number  of  houses  in  ^mur  district  of 
rateable  value  not  exceeding  £10  is  3,429,  and  of 
these  27  were  newl}^  occupied  during  1914,  and  at 
present  there  are  similar  houses  in  course  of 
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erection  in  various  parts  of  your  district.  The 
total  number  of  houses  is  4,137. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  by 
your  Council  : — 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  of  1890. 

The  Pui)lic  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  of  1890. 

The  Private  Streets  Works  Act  of  1892. 

^ No  action  he,s  been  taken  under  these  Acts 
during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

The  town  itself,  and  also  the  villages  of 
Tuckiijgmill,  Beacon,  Kehelland  and  Treswithian 
are  supplied  with  water  provided  by  the  Camborne 
Water  Company.  This  supply  is  derived  from  two 
separate  sources  at  Cargenwyn  and  Boswyn,  the 
former  in  the  Helston  Rural  district,  and  the  latter 
in  your  own  district,  the  water  being  in  the  main 
drawn  from  deep  springs  which  come  directly  from 
the  granite  rock.  The  water  passes  through  filter 
beds  before  entering  the  delivery  pipes  and  the 
service  is  constant.  During  the  year  new  mains 
have  been  laid  from  Church  Hoad  to  the  Recreation 
Ground,  and  the  Water  Company  are  driving  for 
further  water  at  Carvolth  on  the  Boswyn  watershed 
to  augment  their  present  supplies  for  their  summer 
requirements.  The  supply  has  been  increased  by 
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the  laying  of  a 5 in.  main  from  No.  2 and  3 
reservoirs  to  the  filter  beds. 

The  village  of  Troon  is  supplied  with  an 
abundance  of  drinking  water  from  a deep  adit,  the 
adjoining  hamlet  of  Croft  Common  also  obtaining 
water  from  this  source.  Knave-go-hy,  Pen  ponds 
and  Reskadinnick  are  also  supplied  with  drinking 
water  from  adits  ; Croft  Mitcliell  and  Barripper 
with  water  from  deep  wells  ; and  Condurrow,  Pen- 
<ie2fon,  Brea,  Roscroa-(yan  and  Bolenowe  Moor  with 
water  from  shallow  wells. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  eleven  slaughter  houses  in  your 
district  ; these  have  been  inspected  frequently 
during  tlie  year.  They  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory, and  they  have  been  leased  for  a period  of 
twelve  months. 

Your  Council  have  agaiti  considered  during 
the  year  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a public 
slau'^hter  house,  but  no  action  has  been  taken  in  the 
matter.  I am  sure  you  all  realise  how  important 
it  is  that  all  meat  intended  for  human  consumption 
should  be  free  from  disease,  but  with  the  existing 
condition  of  things,  the  public  is  insufficiently  pro- 
tected against  unwholesome  meat,  and  no  trust- 
worthy guarantee  of  its  soundness  can  he  given. 
This  can  only  be  the  case  when  all  animals  in- 
tended for  slaughter  and  all  carcases  are  inspected 


by  a certified  Inspector,  and  this  could  only  be 
adequately  carried  out  in  a j)ul)lic  slaughter  house. 
At  present  tho’e  are  many  a[)parently  insuperable 
difficulties  in  the  matter  of  efficient  meat  ins{)ection, 
but  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health,  the  question 
is  one  which  deserves  your  earnest  consideration. 
As  yet  you  do  not  employ  any  Meat  Ins[)ector  hold- 
ing a special  certificate  in  meat  inspection,  nor  arc 
the  slauo’hter  houses  visited  at  the  time  of  shiuo-hter- 
ing*.  Unfortunately  also  you  have  no  control  ovei- 
the  slauofhter  houses  outside  vour  area  where 
animals  intended  for  human  consumption  in  jmur 
district  are  slaughtered,  and  until  the  inspection  of 
all  meat  is  made  compulsory,  the  evil  which  now 
exists  will  continue.  No  carcases  or  parts  of  car- 
cases intended  for  human  consumption  have  been 
condemmen  for  tuberculosis  in  your  district  during 
the  year. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

There  are  48  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk 
shops  registered  in  your  district,  and  these  have  all 
been  inspected  during  the  year  by  your  Sanitary 
Committee.  They  report  that  the  dailies  and  milk 
shops  are  satisfactory.  In  the  cowsheds  the}^  find 
minor  defects.  The  Inspector  following  the  matter 
up,  so  that  these  shall  be  remedied.  No  action  has 
been  taken  by  your  Authority  during  the  year  as 
to  tuberculous  milk.  Two  animals  have  been 
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slaughtered  by  order  of  the  Police  Authority, 
suffering  from  marked  tuberculosis. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  nine  bake-houses  registered  in  your 
district  ; these  have  all  been  inspected  from  time  to 
time,  and  their  condition  found  satisfactory.  There 
are  no  underofround  bake-houses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  common  lodging  houses 
registered  in  your  district ; these  have  been  fre- 
quently inspected,  and  the  conditions  found  satis- 
factory. No  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
notified  to  me  from  ths  house  during  these  yeah  A 
new  and  more  commodious  house  is  beino'  built  at 

O 

the  rear  of  one  of  the  lodofino-  houses. 

Meat  and  Fish  Markets. 

The  meat  and  fish  markets  have  been  in- 
spected every  week  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  by  your 
Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
or  under  Section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
1875. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  offensive  trades  carried  on  in 
your  district,  viz  : the  business  of  tallow  melting  at 
Stray  Park,  and  the  Hide  and  Skin  depot  at  North 
Road  Quarry,  but  no  nuisance  has  been  caused  by 
them  during  the  year.  No  case  of  Lead,  Arsenic 
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or  Phosphorus  [)oisonini:  has  been  brought  to  my 
n otice. 

Burial  Grounds. 

There  are  six  burial  grounds  in  your  district, 
and  there  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Bye-Laws. 

TTie  following  bjm-laws  are  in  existence  for 
the  whole  of  your  district  : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Public  Wash  Houses, 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Nuisances. 

Hackney  Carriages. 

These  are  in  course  of  revision  by  a Com- 
mittee of  your  Council,  and  will  then  be  submitted 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  approval. 

Factory  and  Workshop’s  Act,  1901. 

There  are  65  workshops  in  your  district 
registered  under  this  Act,  but  no  complaints  have 
been  made  respecting  them  during  the  year. 

Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
(Amendment)  Act  of  1 890  is  in  force  in  your  district. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  GARDINER, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Camborne,  March  3rd,  1915. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  1914. 

Population  ...  (census  1911)  15,829. 

Estimated  population  ...  (1914)  16,159. 

Area  6,744  acres. 

Density  of  population  2.19  per  acre. 

Inhabited  Houses  19 11... 4, 032. 

1914. ..4, 137. 

Birth  Rate  23.00  per  1000. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  1.33  per  1,000. 

Death  Rate  15.79  per  1,000. 

(including  “ Transferable  Deaths  ”) 

17.25  per  1,000. 

Natural  increase  91. 

Natural  increase  rate  5.75  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  99  per  1,000  births. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  0.82  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Disease  Rate  23.12  per  1,000 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  2.15  per  1,000. 


